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Our Vision and Approach in Geography 

The Geography curriculum is designed to inspire students to develop a lifelong desire to ask questions 
about the world around us and the part we all have to play in it. We aim to promote respect and to 
help young people to develop their moral compass. We are keen to develop an understanding of the 
shared values which unite us all. We seek to foster a sense of wonder as well as to motivate students 
to investigate a complex and dynamically changing world in order to become global citizens.  

Studying Geography enables students to explore their own place in the world by studying people and 
places from the past, present and in the future and at all scales from the personal to the global. We 
strive to encourage our students to rise to the challenges our world faces and to take responsibility for 
the sustainability of our planet. We will offer a broad, balanced and engaging curriculum which 
provides practical, enquiry-based approaches to learning that stimulate students’ enthusiasm and 
helps to bring Geography to life. 

Our specifications for Key Stage 4   

● Edexcel (B) Geography GCSE 

More details about the GCSE course can be found on the Edexcel website. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Geography-B/2016/specification-and-

sample-assessments/Specification_GCSE_L1-L2_Geography_B.pdf 

The exam is made up of three components. 

Paper 1: Global Geographical Issues (37.5% of the qualification) 

● Topic 1: Hazardous Earth 

● Topic 2: Development dynamics 

● Topic 3: Challenges of an urbanising world 

Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes (94 marks). 

Paper 2: UK Geographical Issues (37.5% of the qualification) 

● Topic 4: The UK’s evolving physical landscape 

● Topic 5: The UK’s evolving human landscape 

● Topic 6: Geographical investigations Two pieces of compulsory fieldwork one about 

human environments and another about coastal or river environments. 

Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes (94 marks). 

Paper 3: People and Environmental Issues – Making Geographical Decisions (25% of the 
qualification) 

● Topic 7: People and the biosphere 

● Topic 8: Forests under threat 

● Topic 9: Consuming energy resources 

Written examination, 1 hour and 30 minutes (64 marks).

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Geography-B/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/Specification_GCSE_L1-L2_Geography_B.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Geography-B/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/Specification_GCSE_L1-L2_Geography_B.pdf
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What students learn  

Our curriculum is sequenced to cover a series of topics across the academic year in order to give students a full experience of both Physical, Human and 

Environmental issues. The breakdown of topics covered across the year groups is detailed in the grid below. Please note this is subject to change as we adapt 

our curriculum to meet the needs of our students. 

 Term 1  Term 2  Term 3  Term 4  Term 5 Term 6  

Ye
ar

 7
  

Map skills: How can 
maps be used to 
represent a range of 
human and physical 
landscapes? 

Urban vs Rural: How 
are UK settlements 
represented through 
the rural-urban 
continuum? 

Population: How are 
population trends 
changing and what can we 
expect in the future? 

Weather and climate: 
How do the UK’s 
weather and climate 
systems function? 

Glaciation: How 
does ice change the 
world? 

Geographical enquiry The 
world’s other population 
problem. What should 
the UK do about its 
ageing population? 

Ye
ar

 8
  

Rivers: Why are there 
a variety of river 
landscapes and how 
can we manage the 
challenges they bring? 

Development: What 
are the causes of 
global inequality and 
how can the gap be 
reduced? 

Climate change: How does 
the world’s changing 
climate present challenges 
and uncertainties in the 
future?  

Russia: Is the physical 
geography of Russia a 
blessing or a curse? 

Extreme 
environments. 

Geographical enquiry 
Don’t snatch! How is so-
called ‘land grabbing’ 
affecting Africa? 

Ye
ar

 9
  

Coasts: How do 
distinctive coastal 
landscapes create 
challenges and conflict 
for communities? 

World at Risk: Are 
hydrometeorological 
and geophysical 
hazards too powerful 
to protect against? 

Resources and the Middle 
East: Can the growing 
demands for energy be 
met sustainably? 

Tropical rainforests: How 
are tropical rainforests 
threatened by 
deforestation and can 
they be managed 
sustainably? 

What are the 
challenges and 
opportunities facing 
Africa? 

Geographical enquiry 
Managing the coast. 
When is doing nothing 
actually doing 
something? 

Ye
ar

 1
0 

 

Paper 1 Topic 2 
Development 
Dynamics  

Paper 1 Topic 1 
Hazardous Earth 

Paper 1 Topic 3 Challenges 
of an urbanising world  

Paper 3 Topic 7 People 
and the biosphere  Topic 
8 Forests under threat  

Paper 3  
Topic 9 Consuming 
energy resources & 
People and 
Environmental 
issues Making 
Geographical 
Decisions 

Paper 2 Topic 6 -Fieldtrip 
Geographical 
Investigation of the 
human landscape – 
Regeneration at 
Stratford. 
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How you can support your child’s learning in Geography:  

Your child has been provided with a Personalised Learning Checklist (PLC) for each of the three exams 

they will take in year 11. Ask your son/daughter to record each aspect red, amber or green according 

to how much they feel they know and therefore need to revise. They can also use this to record what 

they have revised and take note of any topics they may wish to ask their teacher about.  

Check your child’s knowledge with flashcards, quizzes, chat about different topics from their 

knowledge organisers; ask them to tell you about a geography case study, etc. 

 Lots of pupils struggle to revise key skills such as reading and interpreting OS maps. Encourage your 

child to visit this website to practise these. https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/ 

Encourage your child to visit this website to revise and take the quizzes that are available on them to 

test their learning. https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/seneca-certified-resources/geography-gcse-

edexcel-b/ 

Revision guides are available (see below). There is also an exam practice workbook available from CGP. 

This is available from most book stores as well as online sites such as Amazon. If your child does 

complete practice questions encourage them to bring them into school, once completed, for their 

teacher to check and support. 

Please test your child on the key words found in their knowledge organisers to ensure they know what 

they mean. You can also ask your child to tell you about these key words and to use them in a sentence 

to show they understand the meaning. 

Websites that you can visit:  

GCSE  

GCSE Geography – Edexcel BBC Bitesize: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zsytxsg 

Seneca – Geography Edexcel B GCSE 

https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/seneca-certified-resources/geography-gcse-edexcel-b/ 

You tube channel – 9-1 GCSE Geography  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrVAOFjbxiXvERhJ6cK9FYA/featured 

Quizlet – Edexcel GCSE Geography  

https://quizlet.com/en-gb/content/edexcel-gcse-geography-resources 

KS3 

Map skills made easy  

https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/assets/doc/Map-Reading-Made-Easy-Peasy-en.pdf 

https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/geography/ 

KS3 Geography Bitesize 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zrw76sg 

https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/seneca-certified-resources/geography-gcse-edexcel-b/
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/seneca-certified-resources/geography-gcse-edexcel-b/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zsytxsg
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/seneca-certified-resources/geography-gcse-edexcel-b/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrVAOFjbxiXvERhJ6cK9FYA/featured
https://quizlet.com/en-gb/content/edexcel-gcse-geography-resources
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/assets/doc/Map-Reading-Made-Easy-Peasy-en.pdf
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/geography/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zrw76sg
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3D Geography for KS3 

https://www.3dgeography.co.uk/ 

Geography in the News is an online magazine for KS3 pupils, addressing geographical issues arising 

from current news items like climate change, migration, flooding, elections etc. 

https://www.geographyinthenews.org.uk/ 

Books that you may wish to purchase:  

Revise Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Geography B Revision Guide  

  ISBN 9781292133782  

Revise Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Geography B Revision Cards 

 

Grade 9-1 GCSE Geography Edexcel B: Investigating Geographical Issues - Revision Guide 

 ISBN: 9781782946212 
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